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Washington, DC 20146

Dear Administrator Mills:

Today, as you visit innovative small businesses in Washington State that are benefiting from Small
Business Administration programs, Iwant to convey my determination to ensure that the Small Business
Administration has the support it needsfrom Congress to help create jobsand economic growth.
Washington State is a center of pioneering in technology, clean energy, agriculture and a host of other
fields. You will see firsthand today some of the promising partnerships we haveforged in our aerial
robotic technology cluster, and hear some success stories made possible by the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act. But businesses - like the ones you are visiting today- face challenges sustaining
growth in these tough economic times.

Historically, small businesses have been the engines of growth that create jobs and lead us out of
recessions. During numerous meetings and roundtables in Washington State, the message that Ihear
overwhelmingly isthat access to credit remains the biggest obstacle for small business growth. Without
access to credit from community banks, small businesses cannot create jobs, innovate, or stimulate local
economies. Theycannot do the things that will sparkand sustain economic recovery.

The Small Business Administration plays a vital role in helping small businesses get connected to the
information, mentoring, and capital they need to get started, expand, and thrive. Iapplaud the work
the SBA does in getting credit to the small businesses that need it and supporting small business leaders
during the economic downturn. However, it is clear that we still have a long way to go.

For the SBA to effectively play its important role in turning the economy around, Congress needs to live
up to its obligations and provide your organization with all the tools it needs. Next week, the Senate is
scheduled to begin debate on a bill that will create small business jobs by improving access to credit,
cutting taxes to strengthen investment and promote entrepreneurship, and make improvements to
important SBA programs, including the Section 7(a) and 504 lending programs, as well as trade and
export finance programs.
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