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Senator Cantwell: Thank you Chairman Schatz, Vice Chair Murkowski, for holding this business meeting 
and thank you for putting S. Bill 3773, a bill to authorize leases up to 99 years for land held in the trust 
for the Confederated Tribes Chehalis reservation.  
 
This will open the door to more economic opportunities for the Chehalis tribe. It will allow the Chehalis 
tribe to lease their trust lands for up to 99 years, which will help them attract businesses create jobs for 
tribal members in the surrounding community. The bill will provide the tribe with the necessary level of 
flexibility to help finance and encourage economic development projects.  
 
The Chehalis tribe, or I believe any other tribes, should not be hindered because of the 1955 bill that 
limits tribal ability to lease their land. So I thank the chairman and the vice chairman for putting this on 
the agenda and I encourage my colleagues to support it.  
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