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The Honorable R.D. James

Assistant Secretary of the Army (Civil Works)
108 Army Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20310-0108

Dear Assistant Secretary James,

I write to call on the Army Corps of Engineers to expand opportunities for public comment and testimony
during the public scoping period and subsequent public comment periods in the Corps Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) process for the proposed Pebble Mine in Bristol Bay, Alaska. It is critical that the
Army Corps is as rigorous, transparent and thorough as possible to ensure that Bristol Bay salmon and the
jobs that rely on them are protected from the potentially devastating impacts of the proposed Pebble
Mine. Your agency’s process must include stakeholders impacted by this decision, which includes
Washington state fishermen and small businesses who rely on Bristol Bay and Bristol Bay salmon for
their livelihood.

This year, more than 51 million sockeye salmon are expected to return to Bristol Bay, the world’s largest
sockeye fishery and one of the world’s largest Chinook fisheries. Pacific Northwest fishermen,
shipbuilders, suppliers, sportsmen and restaurants have built an economy around this one-of-a-kind
sustainable fishery. The commercial sockeye fishery is valued at $1.5 billion in annual economic output,
including $500 million in direct income. Bristol Bay supports 12,000 commercial fishing jobs and another
10,000 salmon-related industry jobs across the United States, including thousands of jobs in Washington
state. In addition to commercial fisheries, private anglers take an estimated 37,000 fishing trips every year
to Bristol Bay, generating $60 million in economic activity and supporting another 850 full and part time
jobs.

The Corps estimates the final Pebble Mine EIS will be completed as early as 2019, with a decision on the
project expected in early 2020. [ am extremely concerned about this expedited timeline, especially
considering the magnitude of the proposed Pebble Mine. Comparatively, the proposed Donlin Gold
Project in Western Alaska is in the midst of a six year permitting process. Public Scoping for Donlin Gold
began in March of 2013 and the Preliminary Draft EIS was completed in June of 2015—a full two years
later. The Draft EIS was then published in November of 2015 and was followed by a full six month
comment period until May of 2016, allowing for thorough and repeated opportunities for public
participation and technical comments on the project. This thorough environmental review is critical to
ensuring best available science is used in public policy decision making, and to make certain all voices
are heard.
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In addition to the ongoing 90-day public comment period for the scoping process, the Corps had
announced only nine public scoping meetings, all in the state of Alaska. There are no public meetings
scheduled in Washington state. This expedited process is grossly insufficient, and does not allow my
constituents the opportunity to participate in the permitting process in person. As Washington state
residents are directly impacted by the permitting decision for the proposed Pebble Mine, I urge to the
Corps hold public meetings in Washington state.

Due to the importance of Bristol Bay fisheries to our economy, Washington fishermen, suppliers and

businesses have an enormous interest in ensuring that Bristol Bay salmon continue to thrive for

generations, Washington state fishermen, sportsmen, and small business owners deserve to have a seat at

the table as the Army Corps considers the proposed Pebble Mine. If permitted, the Pebble Mine would be .
one of the largest mines in our nation’s history—Ilocated in the headwaters of one of the greatest salmon I
runs on earth, The stakes are too high to leave out these important voices. i

Sincerely, Z

Maria Cantwell
United States Senator




